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Dearest Colleagues: 

 

Welcome to Volume 4, Issue 1 of CQIE!  And, happy, happy New Year! Where does the time go?  I 

am especially excited for our fourth year of existence, both because of this issue and the upcoming 

special theme issue, In Defense of Foundations. As I mentioned in my last missive, Benjamin Baez 

of Florida International University and Deron Boyles of Georgia State University have agreed to 

guest edit this special theme issue and we already have a great collection of manuscripts in hand and 

more to arrive in the coming weeks.  We hope to have this first theme issue published by early/mid 

April. 

 

As to the present issue, I think you will find plenty of grist for the proverbial mill.  In the opening 

piece, Nicholas Hartlep, Madonna Ecker, Donald Miller, and Kimberly Whitmore report on a study 

they conducted examining the attitudes of Asian Pacific college freshman toward affirmative action 

policies in college admissions.  As Hartlep and colleagues note, this “model minority” group has 

been in large part ignored by educational researchers investigating affirmative action policy.  Olha 

Ketsman follows up this intriguing study with a piece outlining a theory in support of 

student/teacher co-creation of curriculum.  Grounded in a mostly progressive conception, Ketsman 

suggests that the best curriculum is one that is created in context, rather than pre-packaged and 

bought.  The third article, by Thomas Smith, takes up a critique of a widely-accepted contemporary 

metaphor: digital natives vs. digital immigrants.  Smith argues for a more insightful, and therefore 

useful, metaphor: digital renegades.  Our final “traditional” essay brings us another insightful 

research report.  Cindy Hail, Sue George, and John Hail present their findings on a study examining 

the value of dialoguing to improve writing.   

 

This issue also has our regular book review: Yolanda Medina’s recently published, Critical 

Aesthetic Pedagogy—Towards a Theory of Self and Social Empowerment, is reviewed by Rosa 

María Mejía.  Finally, I am happy to say that we have a video essay for this issue.  Well-known 

scholar and writer, Walter Feinberg, talks his way through issues related to standardized testing 

with particular attention to notions of the “public.” 

 



In closing, I want to extend my gratitude to our peer reviewers: without their thankless work, this 

project would simply and quickly die on the vine.  Also, I ran into Steve the other day and he 

excitedly reported that the plans for next year’s Critical Questions conference are underway.  We 

hope to see everyone in beautiful San Antonio in mid-October…happy reading… 

 

PAX, 

 
Eric C. Sheffield, Editor 

Critical Questions in Education 

 

 

 

 


