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Dearest Colleagues: 

 

Welcome to year two, or, as it were, Volume 2, Issue 1, of Critical Questions in Education.  At 

last writing I talked of the journal’s growth, momentum, and (maybe a bit prematurely—we shall 

see), a potential legacy; before previewing this issue of the journal, and with those ideas in mind, 

I want to extend some well-deserved kudos to Academy Director Steve Jones for orchestrating 

what was without question the best Academy for Educational Studies annual conference yet.  

This past November the Academy hosted its annual get-together in Steve’s graduate school home 

town, Chicago.  In Chicago, over 100 presenters delivered talks generally oriented around the 

conference theme question, “How should teachers be prepared?”  In addition to those presenta-

tions, we enjoyed a wonderful keynote address delivered by Steve’s mentor and friend, Phil 

Jackson as well as a homecoming session of sorts with Steve and his classmates, David Hanson 

and Rene Arcilla discussing the role philosophy plays in educational policy and practice.  Steve, 

thanks for a great couple of days pondering the important questions of teacher preparation. 

 

And with that, onto this issue of Critical Questions in Education…  

 

In Volume 1, Issue 2 of CQIE, you will hear a reminiscent question echoing throughout: Why Do 

Kids Hate School?—the theme of our 2006 Academy conference.  In particular, this question is 

approached through the lens of historically under-represented groups in our schools.  Raschelle 
Theoharis & Michael Fitzpatrick discuss the important role principal’s play in the success (or 

not) of students with autism.  O. Gilbert Brown examines issues related to the relatively low 

graduate rates of African American students from traditionally white universities.  Craig B. 

Howley and a group of his undergraduate students present the findings, and their interpretation 

of those findings, from a quantitative study they undertook of rural adults who were asked about 

their relative “love” or “hate” of school.  Finally, Brandelyn Tosolt and Bettina L. Love present a 

content analysis of the Pearson reading program, “Good Habits, Great Readers,” with an eye to 

the portrayal of minority “heroes.”  Each of these pieces provides important insights into the 

plight of historically marginalized students in our public schools. 

 

In addition to these original manuscripts, we have a CQIE first: two film reviews—films that 

have caused quite a national stir:  Joseph Flynn reviews Waiting for Superman and Sarah Militz-

Frielink reviews the response to Superman, Race to Nowhere.  And rounding out the “print” por-

tion of the journal is a book review by Eric Yoak of Charles Payne’s So Much Reform, So Little 

Change: The Persistence of Failure in Urban Schools. 

 



Of course, you will also find our regular video essay section, this time spotlighting Phil Cusick 

and Susan Ohanian—both taking up similar questions to those addressed in the print section of 

this issue. 

 

Again, I want to extend a heartfelt thanks to the Academy Executive Committee and all the al-

truistic folks from, literally, all over the country who have volunteered their time to review the 

numerous submissions we receive to CQIE…please spread the word…I’d hate to have spoken 

prematurely of a journal legacy… 

 

 

Enjoy. 

 

PAX, 

 
Eric C. Sheffield, Editor 

Critical Questions in Education 

 

 

 

 


