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Dear Readers:  

 

Welcome to the latest incarnation of Thresholds in Education! After considerable consulta-

tion and debate within the Thresholds community, we collectively decided it was time to transi-

tion from a traditional print format, in effect since 1973, and to strike out in a new direction by 

electronically digitalizing the journal for all subsequent issues.  

It is altogether fitting that our first issue should be dedicated to the memory of Jan Wood-

house. For Jan was the one person who contributed more to the success of Thresholds than per-

haps anyone else in its storied history. Jan served as editor and promoter-in-chief of Thresholds 

from the time she arrived at Northern Illinois University in the early 1990s, up to the time she 

passed away on July 1, 2010, after a 17-year struggle with breast cancer. As the testimonies in 

this Special Memorial Issue make clear, Jan was a beloved figure for those of us who were fortu-

nate enough to have known her. When reading through these various essays, one quickly notices 

that an incredibly rich personal and professional profile of Jan emerges. Each contribution to this 

volume offers a valuable window into why Jan was seen as such a charismatic soul by those she 

touched. Jan was indeed many things to many people: She was a mentor to younger faculty 

members and to students alike, she was a pioneering and award-winning feminist, a radical ecol-

ogist, a world-traveler, a committed editor, an environmental journalist, a teacher extraordinaire, 

and a scholar who, as a final act in her life, earned a doctorate in Adult Education. We have in-

cluded chapter 5 of her dissertation in this memorial issue because it features an analysis of one 

of her longstanding passions; that is, the importance of teachers developing a “pedagogy of 

place” in order to frame environmental issues. 

In person, of course, Jan was far more than the sum of these admirable dimensions of her 

identity. I harbor no illusions regarding my limited ability to capture the multi-faceted beauty of 

her being in this brief introduction. However, in the pages ahead, it is our hope that readers who 

never encountered Jan will have the opportunity to not only figuratively meet this amazing per-

son for the first time, but to also learn from her as so many others have. And for those of us who 

did know her and now miss her dearly, we hope that these testimonies will rekindle the flame of 

remembrance for Jan as an ongoing inspiration in our lives. 

I want to thank the contributors who have made this memorial issue possible: Cliff Knapp, 

Carol Ellerby, Rick Orem, Kelly Vaughn, Sarah Militz-Frielink, Gary Swick and Alan Clemens. 

Finally, speaking on behalf of the entire Thresholds community, I would also like to express my 

gratitude to Professors Eric Sheffield and Jessica Heybach for the generous and indispensable 

role that they have played in enabling Thresholds to progressively evolve into its present elec-

tronic form. Without their exemplary service as webmasters, Thresholds in Education would not 

enjoy the new lease on life that it currently does. 

 

    Kerry Burch 

 


