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Overview 

 

Bolstered by centuries-old rhetoric demonizing Islam and Muslims, Western policies and 

media have successfully framed Islam as antithetical to Western democracy1. Discourses, 

hinged on a clash of civilizations thesis, highlight the phenomenon of Islamophobia. 

Although Islamophobia existed prior to the attacks of September 11, 2001, the distinctive 

features of a post-9/11 anti-Muslim sentiment, has given new meaning and urgency for 

addressing critical religious literacy in the U.S. education system2. While minimal in its 

scope, educational research on Islam in K-12 curriculum reveals that the limited coverage 

on Islam, is simplistic in nature and often serves to further a nationalistic agenda of 

American supremacy3. While the political, curricular, and cultural challenges to religious 

literacy are numerous, the National Council of the Social Studies (2014) states that 

“knowledge about religions is not only a characteristic of an educated person but is 

necessary for effective and engaged citizenship in a diverse nation and world” (para. 1). 

This special issue engages in working toward realizing the vision of an education on 

Islam worthy of informing an ‘engaged citizenship’ in students. To this end, authors are 

asked to submit proposals on the following topics: 

 

 Challenges and possibilities of curricula on Islam in K-12 schools, and higher 
education 

 Student and teacher experiences with curricula on Islam 

 Conceptual and philosophical considerations in approaches to Islam in the 

classroom 

 

 

 

 

                                                         
1 Shryock, Andrew, ed. Islamophobia/Islamophilia: Beyond the politics of enemy and friend. Indiana 

University Press, 2010. 
2 Moore, Diane L. Overcoming religious illiteracy: A cultural studies approach to the study of religion in 

secondary education. Macmillan, 2007. 
3 Nash, Gary B., Charlotte Antoinette Crabtree, and Ross E. Dunn. History on trial: Culture wars and the 

teaching of the past. Vintage, 2000. 
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Author Guidelines 

  

Proposal Format 

 A cover page with authors’ names, affiliations, email addresses, phone numbers, 

and biographical statements (written in the third person and starting with your 

name, title, and affiliation).  

 An abstract (150 word limit) 

 An organized proposal of 3-5 double-spaced pages (not including references) 

 All text must be double-spaced; type size must be 12 point with 1-inch margins on 

all sides. 

 Authors should refer to The Chicago Manual of Style for general questions of 

style, grammar, punctuation, and form, and for footnotes of theoretical, 

descriptive, or essay-like material. 

 The journal defers to author preference in decisions about the naming and 

capitalization of racial, ethnic, and cultural groups.  

Timeline: 

 

Call for papers: October 21, 2016    

Proposals Due: December 2, 2016     

Accept/Reject: December 16, 2016       

Draft Articles Due: May 1, 2017      

Feedback to authors: June 5, 2017     

Final Drafts Due: August 5, 2017  

Published: September/October 2017 
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