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The Thresholds Story  
Thresholds in Education (originally Thresholds in Secondary Education) was first published in 
1975 by faculty members at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. Their intention was to 
“explore fresh ideas and viewpoints that may become the pathways to the future,” and for 35 
years this venerable journal published four thematic issues a year. In those 35 years, articles by 
well-known educators and non-educators including Theodore Brameld, Benjamin Spock (yes, Dr. 
Spock), Linda O’Neil, Bill Ayers, William Schubert, Jan Woodhouse, Deron Boyles, Ming Fang He 
(to name just a few) appeared in the pages of Thresholds doing exactly that: exploring fresh 
ideas and viewpoints. However, in the face of rising publication costs and the growing 
contemporary online publication milieu, the last print version of Thresholds was published in 
2010. Fast forward to 2014. In discussions between the Thresholds Foundation executive board 
and representatives of the Academy for Educational Studies, a plan was hatched: re-launch 
Thresholds in Education as an open access online journal and house it at the Academy for 
Educational Studies web site. We hope you will visit the Thresholds archive at the Academy for 
Educational Studies web site; suggest future theme issues and guest editors; and, in short, join 
us in bringing back into existence an important venue for sharing educational ideas. 
 
Overview  
In recent years a wide array of international and interdisciplinary scholars have challenged the 
common sense conception that ignorance is mere lack of knowledge that can be remedied 
through its acquisition. See as one example, Routledge International Handbook of 
Ignorance Studies, eds. Matthais Gross and Linsey McGoey (Routledge, 2015); authors in this 
volume have made the convincing case that far from being deviant, ignorance is indeed the 
norm. Ignorance and knowledge contain each other. The exploration of their relationship is the 
root of education as Plato proposed in Meno. Investigating ignorance and uncertainty can foster 
crucial critical thinking and questioning skills as well as the attitudes and dispositions necessary 
for self-examination and self-development. The examination of ignorance  activates the latent 
curiosity for knowledge, nonknowledge, and various forms of unknowing that so much early 
education seems to squander and deem irrelevant.  
 
In this themed edition, we seek manuscripts that explore, complicate, and question the 
processes, dynamics, mobilizations, manifestations, and strategies of varieties of ignorance in 
education (broadly conceived) and beyond. We invite investigation of ways in which we might 
engage with ignorance as a resource and/or as something we must mitigate. We encourage 
essays that illuminate the relations of power and practices of knowledge construction that 
produce different forms of ignorance on subjective, social, and structural levels. In short, we 
welcome explorations that foster deeper understanding of operations of ignorance and 



knowledge production in different domains to increase our capacities to deal with it/them more 
responsibly. 
 
Possible areas of investigation/analysis for manuscripts include (among others) the following: 

• The “post truth crisis” and the proliferation of fake news/deep fakes; 
• Ignorance as a weapon in information warfare and/or ignorance as a strategy of 

resistance; 
• The particular set of modalities of ignorance associated with the drive to promote STEM 

education; 
• Ignorance in the production of historical and social science knowledge and education, in 

particular white Ignorance and racial erasure; 
• Ignorance in the drive to build AI and the ignorance already produced by current 

technologies; 
• Functional “weak AI” (for example, the psychological and social effects of filter bubbles); 
• Administrative violence and instrumental rationality; 
• Epistemic (in)justice; 
• Discourses of desire and sexuality;  
• The role of ignorance in religious discourse and education. 

 
 
Author Guidelines  
Please email an extended abstract/proposal (1-2 double-spaced pages), short reference list, 4 
keywords, and 3-5 sentence author(s) bio(s) to ThresholdsinEd2020@gmail.com by March 8th, 
2020. (Note the email address is case sensitive.) 
 
Final Manuscript Formatting  
●Manuscripts should be between 6,000 and 8,000 words, including abstract, list of keywords, 
appendices, footnotes and references. We reserve the right to return any manuscript that 
exceeds that length (APA style).  
●All text must be double-spaced; Times New Roman font with 12-point type required; 1-inch 
margins on all sides.  
●Submit all manuscripts in APA style. Authors should refer to APA for general questions of style, 
grammar, punctuation, and form, and for footnotes of theoretical, descriptive, or essay-like 
material.  
●The journal defers to author preference in decisions about the naming and capitalization of 
racial, ethnic, and cultural groups. Manuscripts should be internally consistent in this regard.  
 
General Timeline Information  
Abstracts Due:  March 8, 2020 
Acceptance/Rejection: April 1, 2020  
Initial Draft Due: June 7, 2020  
Final Revisions Due: October 1, 2020 
Publication: November 2020 


