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Colleagues and Friends of the Academy: 

 

Welcome to year 12 of Critical Questions in Education! 

 

The individual manuscripts in this first Issue of Volume 12 were “published” some ten days ago 

as I struggled to get time to pen this editorial introduction. I sit here at the end of January pondering 

2020 and the rough start to 2021. In just the past month we’ve witnessed a new year; a violent and 

deadly insurrection at the U.S. Capitol; walls being erected around the Capitol; the inauguration 

of Joe Biden; the second impeachment of Donald Trump; yet more black men dying at the hands 

of police; the loss of Hammerin’ Hank Aaron, Cicely Tyson, and Larry King; the grim milestone 

of 433,000 Covid-19 deaths in the U.S.; the slow roll-out of two Covid-19 vaccines; and, the ap-

pearance of virulent new strains of the virus. Anyone exhausted? A colleague of mine recently 

quipped that though 2020 was bad, 2021 is of drinking age…imagine 2020 on a binge. It seems 

she may have been right. 

 

Volume 12, Issue 1 of Critical Questions in Education might best be read as addressing two dif-

fering themes: one on emotion and violence; the other on teacher education practices. The first of 

these two themes is taken up by Emma M. McMain and Zoe Higheagle Strong. They ask that we 

reconsider how emotions have been historically conceptualized. Ilene Allgood & Rachayita Shah 

follow up with a report on the impact of implementing a Holocaust unit with Elementary students 

on pre-service teachers. Finally, on this first theme, Yuki Hasebe, Colin R. Harbke, and Nadia 

Sorkhabi present an analysis of self-perceptions among both bullies and victims. 

 

The second theme, teacher education practices, is first considered by Doreen L. Mazzye & 

Michelle A. Duffy who discuss the impact of a teacher residency model. Cathy Pearman and her 

colleagues, Freddie Bowles and Walter Polka, complete this first Issue of Volume 12 in reporting 

the findings of a study on teacher self-efficacy. 

 

In closing, the Academy hopes to be back in the conference business this October in Cleveland. 

We hope to see you there…and…here’s to a sober 2021. 

 

Happy reading.  

 

PAX, 

 
Eric C. Sheffield, Editor 

Critical Questions in Education


