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Ethnography can be defined as the comparative study of two or more cultures. This branch of 
anthropology is used to immerse, research, and compare two or more different cultures. The 
research is extensive, and can take years to complete. Ethnographic research is hand-on research: 
the participant enters into a different culture to observe and interact with the environment of the 
culture they are researching. They learn the values of the culture, participate in the lives of those 
around them, and are immersed fully to truly learn to understand the culture around them.  

This research has many benefits. With full immersion into a culture comes a deeper 
understanding of that group of people. Ethnographic research provides an in-depth cultural 
experience. A researcher can fully immerse themselves into the culture, see how the people live, 
any problems they experience, and can learn to see solutions from inside a new environment. 

Ethnography can also be short term. Though the research experience will still be 
immersive, a researcher may enter an environment for a shorter period of time. For example, a 
researcher may enter a work environment for a week, or enter a business for a month to research 
possible problems and solutions. Regardless of if the research is short-term or long-term, the 
purpose of the research is to problem solve within an environment while being immersed in that 
environment.  

Ethnographic research is very detailed when done correctly. It produces information from 
experience within a specific environment. This research is considered to take a longer amount of 
time, especially when it is done within a cultural aspect. Thus, this is not a common research 
method used within the field of education. 

However, a possible use for this research method within the education field could be to 
analyze and solve problems within the classroom. Professionals may enter into an educational 
environment for a period of time to analyze a particular problem. This may be to observe a 
student’s behavior, the academic progress of a class, or to look into any possible disabilities within 
the classroom. Ethnographic research could be used to research the difference between two 
different teaching instructions, to observe, analyze, and potentially solve a problem within a 
classroom, or just to learn more about a particular class. 
 
For Further Information: 
 
https://www.spotless.co.uk/insights/ethnography-when-and-how/#:~:text=Ethnographic% 
20research%20is%20a%20qualitative,in%20their%20real%2Dlife%20environment.&text=The%
20aim%20of%20an%20ethnographic,and%20all%20its%20associated%20issues). 
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