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The research method using multiple case studies focuses on real life events, and the context in 
which it happens by using multiple studies and information to create the case for a new study. This 
method is based on studying groups of people in real life settings. Multiple case study uses a 
collection of several case studies to demonstrate replication and provide evidence of the patterns 
brought by the case being studied.  

In order for multiple case studies to be effective, the researchers do not focus particularly 
on the individual sample sizes, rather than the sample size of the actual multiple cases involved in 
the research. While the coordinator or director will initiate the focus of the research, the field 
researchers are in charge of gathering data on each case study, and incorporating them by making 
connections, as if they were one case (Stake 1). Connections are particularly important in this 
research method because the design of it includes using different cases to determine an outcome. 
The case studies do have to be similar or related in some way to compare and contrast the key 
ideas from the study in order to understand the case (Stake 1). 

Case studies are separated into different categories that can often time overlap when 
demonstrating multiple case studies. Exploratory case study is used to elaborate on questions and 
hypotheses. The goal is to test the research procedure in order to find further information within a 
large scale (Yin, 2003). This method is often used in psychology and social sciences in order to 
recognize how the results can help improve the particular subject that is being studied (Universal 
Class). Instrumental case study is used to describe a phenomenon within the context of the 
research. Using instrumental case study allows researchers to expand on a certain theme. The third 
type of case study is explanatory. Explanatory case studies work around a cause and effect 
relationship. Researchers use this method to determine how and why events happen (Universal 
Class). When using explanatory research, the outcome should not be up for interpretation. This 
method is used to determine facts. The intrinsic category focuses on using the subject as the 
primary interest as well (Universal Class). 

Subjects of the case studies are primarily focused on at least one of the following: event, 
organization/company, location, group, or person. When recognizing a case study of an event, the 
researchers often look at how this particular event affects those around it, whether it be cultural or 
societal. Organizations/companies tend to be researched about an event that occured at the 
company, or the people working for the organization. When location is the subject of the research, 
oftentimes, the study focuses on how and why people use that particular place. Case studies 
focused on groups tend to be about families, a group of friends, or even coworkers. The last case 
study, focused on a person, uses multiple types of research to determine the importance and 
outcome from using this individual as a focus (Universal Class). 
 
 



25 

References/More Information 
 
Understanding the different types of case studies. (n.d.). Retrieved March 30, 2021, from 

Https://www.universalclass.com/articles/business/case-studies-types.htm 
Adolphus, M. (n.d.). How to...undertake case study research. Retrieved March 30, 2021, from 

https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/how-to/research-methods/undertake-case-
study-research  

Zach, L. (2006). (PDF) using A Multiple–Case Studies design to investigate the Information -
Seeking behavior of arts administrators. Retrieved March 30, 2021, from https://www 
.researchgate.net/publication/32957979_Using_a_Multiple-
Case_Studies_Design_to_Investigate the Information-Seeking_Behavior_of_Arts_ 
Administrators  

Stake, R. E. (2006). Multiple Case Study Analysis. Retrieved March 30, 2021, from 
https://www.guilford.com/excerpts/stake.pdf?t  

 
 
 
 


