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History is not often seen as a way to do research. Looking back into the past provides valuable 
insight on what life was like at one time. Qualitative historical analysis is a methodological 
approach that employs qualitative measurement and the use of primary historical documents or 
historians’ interpretations thereof in service of theory development and testing (Thies, 2003). 
History is used when looking for specific information on how things were at a given point in time. 
Those facts need to be interpreted within the historical context.  
 Basic information is historical knowledge that is free from interpretation (Thies, 2003). It 
states something that happened and it is not up for debate, such as the date of a battle in World 
War II. Basic information reports manifest events, which are events that contemporaries were 
clearly aware of as they occurred, even if the underlying cause was unclear (Thies, 2003). Latent 
events are events that contemporaries were not fully aware of as they happened. It is the larger 
understanding of what is going on during a time period. This is how history can be up for debate 
as there are different interpretations as to what was going on. The full context of history is seen 
when manifest events and latent events are viewed together. 

When choosing a source, it should be analyzed for bias. If the given source does not line 
up with other sources about the same event and has massive inconsistencies, it should be seen as 
heavily biased. A primary source is original source material on an event, including evidence that 
is contemporary to the event. A secondary source refers to everything written about the event after 
it happened (Thies, 2003). 

History as qualitative research is useful when context from a given event in the past is 
necessary. Primary documents give direct access to events in the time period that they happened. 
History provides lessons. History should show mistakes and how to better a system moving 
forward. 

The downfall of history as qualitative research is bias. It can be difficult to find sources 
that do not have some sort of bias in them. History also needs to be viewed in context and that can 
be difficult from a modern perspective. There is also a difficulty in lack of access to given sources.  
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