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Hi Friends of the Academy, 
 
Welcome to Volume 13, Issue 2 of Critical Questions in Education. Before getting to the substance 
of this issue, I am pleased to inform you that we are not only publishing three issues a year now 
(rather than two), beginning with Volume 13, Issue 3 due out in October, we will publish five 
manuscripts an issue rather than four. Both of these changes are due to an uptick in submissions 
and the quality of those submissions—both solutions to a good problem for a journal to have.  
 
And, of course, don’t forget about our upcoming conferences/symposiums. We will be in Denver 
this fall and then San Diego in the spring. Please visit the academy homepage for information on 
both events. 
 
This issue, once again provides some stimulating ideas and research findings on a variety of edu-
cational matters. We start with Susan M. Fredricks and Nicola DiFronzo-Heitzer’s manuscript 
reporting on a replicated study delving into the impact of family on ethical decision-making among 
first generation college students. Kaan Bati’s piece follows—a discussion of how writing can be 
utilized in ways that allows students to work on and reflect their own critical skills. 
 
Our third article, by John W. Maag and James M. Kauffman ponders the what’s and why’s of 
labeling special education students. The manuscript interrogates both historic and contemporary 
issues of this kind of labeling. The fourth manuscript, by Catherine Schmidt Jones, utilizes a 
Vygotskian lens for analyzing the use of current music technology in music learning theory, won-
dering, is this cheating or learning? Our final regular manuscript discusses the value of “improvi-
sational teaching. Sam Tanner believes that developing an “improvisational Ethos” in teacher ed-
ucation will benefit all pre-service teachers as they ready themselves for the classroom. 
 
We close this issue with a review of the film Paper Tigers—not a particularly current/recent film, 
but one, argues reviewer Kim Brown, that is worth revisiting particularly in light of the ongoing 
pandemic and its impact on emotional well-being. 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue and that we see you in Denver and/or San Diego! 
 
Happy reading.  
 
PAX, 

 
Eric C. Sheffield, Editor 
Critical Questions in Education


